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countries . It can be $80 to buy
kitc hen supplies f or a Cambo-
dian or phanage , or $2,500 to
buy f ood for a childr en's cen-
ter in a Brazilian shanty-
town. Car ter has done both,
and mor e.

Also kno wn as tra vel phi-
lanthropy , his is a simple , per-
sonal a pproac h to f or eign aid.
Donors gi ve Car ter and his
kindr ed spirits small dona-
tions . 

He hands them to a g rass-
r oots gr oup or individual he
has identified through his 12
years of extensi ve travel.

Often, he gi ves his own beer -
selling money .

ªI could par ticipa te in pr o-
grams that would touch mor e
people,º Car ter said w hile
stra pping on his v endor's
gear at a bar a b lock fr om
Wrigley Field. ªI w ould
ra ther ha ve a more hands-on
approac h. I would ra ther ha ve
a more direct link to the peo-
ple I'm helping.º 

Bor n in Hinsdale, Car ter
liv ed in Wheaton until he was
a toddler. After his par ents di-
vor ced, he li ved with his
mother in Lincoln P ark. 

Car ter says he was f asci-
nated with Na tional Geo-
gra phic ma gazine , an inter-

est both parents encoura ged.
They also f oster ed ideals of
tolerance and helping others
less fortunate . His mother
was a hospital v olunteer . 

His f ather has cook ed
meals for the homeless f or
years and, as a y oung er man,
marc hed in civil rights dem-
onstrations.

About the time he star ted
wor king at Wrigley Field,
Car ter c hose to study cultural
anthropolog y at Uni versity of
Michigan.

ªT his was a windo w into
the rest of the w or ld,º he said.

During colle ge, he studied
in Ital y, tra veled in Eur ope
and took an ex cursion to Mo-

rocco , wher e he was str uck by
its ex otic culture and its
heartbr eaking po verty.

ªTha t experience definitel y
was an ey e-opener,º he said.
ªAfter tha t, I was lik e, `I want
to go to Asia. I want to go to
Africa. I want to go to South
America.' º

As gradua tion a pproached,
Car ter and a childhood friend
wer en't r eady to ªlock it inº
on a career track, he said. In-
stead, they embar ked on a
jour ney thr ough Asia and the
Middle East. 

Over the next thr ee years,
he spent his springs and sum-
mers mo ving up the v endor
chain in Chicago and used

those earnings to tra vel in Af-
rica, India, Mexico and Cen-
tral America the rest of the
year.

Fascina ted by these r e-
gions' cultural ric hness but
troub led by the po verty , he en-
r olled in Georg e Washington
Univ ersity's inter national
development pr ogram. As a
Fulbright Scholar in 2001-02,
he studied the effects of Mo-
r occan immig ra tion in Spain.

About that time, he hear d of
Backpac k Nation, the dr eam
of San F rancisco ca bdriver
and writer Brad Ne wsham,
himself a seasoned tra veler.

Saddened and disillu-
sioned b y the ter r orist a t-

tacks of Sept. 11, 2001, New-
sham wanted ªto o verwrite
tha t chapter with a better
one,º he said. His idea was to
transfor m the estima ted 2.5
million W ester n backpackers
ªinto an ar my of r oving am-
bassadors , emissaries of
peace,º pr oviding each of
them with money to deli ver to
an indi vidual, f amily , org ani-
zation or villa ge. 

Newsham launched Bac k-
pack Nation in 2002, and the
media f anfar e helped gener-
ate $20,000 in donations.

Car ter applied for and r e-
ceiv ed $2,000, whic h he gave
to a childr en's center tha t
he'd visited in a shanty to wn
on the outskirts of Rio de J a-
neiro.

The dir ector ªstarted cry-
ing and he called me an an-
gel,º Carter said. ªY ou talk
about an e piphany.º

With org aniza tional help
fr om Newsham, Car ter con-
tin ued his philanthr opy, as
did an acquaintance , Mar c
Gold, a community colle ge
teacher from San F rancisco.
Gold had started doing micr o-
philanthrop y on his o wn in
1989 and receiv ed $2,000 from
Backpac k Na tion.

At one point, Ne wsham's
effor t inc luded about 15 am-
bassadors who distrib uted
small-scale aid to near ly 20
countries , from Russia to Bra-
zil, but, exhausted by the ef-
for t, he discontinued Bac k-
pack Nation in 2005.

Gold had alr eady for med a
philanthrop y tra vel org aniza-
tion called 100 F riends
(www.100friends .com), f or
whic h he raised mor e than
$250,000 from 2002 until last
year.

Opera ting at first under the
auspices of another g roup , it
became an inde pendent c har-
ity in J anuary; Car ter is asso-
cia te dir ector.

Trav el philanthr opy's im-
pact is deba table . Practition-
ers concede it is tiny com-
par ed with the ef for ts of larg e
aid org anizations . And c hari-
ty wa tchdo g gr oups caution
tha t they kno w next to noth-
ing about the conce pt.

ªIt's nice, but w hat they can
do is limited,º said Daniel Bo-
rochoff , president of the
American Institute of Philan-
throp y in Chica go. ªT hey can
point to individual stories ,
but if you can do it on a big ger
scale, you can substantiall y
impact the well-being of a
community . I'm not a gainst
the idea. I just don't consider
it the most ef fectiv e way of
helping.º

Gold and Car ter contend
tha t larg er org anizations
often are slo wed by bureau-
crac y or er r in huge wa ysÐ
lik e sending do zens of beds to
an or phanag e when the cul-
tural norm is for the c hildren
to sleep to gether on the f loor.

Small, stra tegic aidÐas
when Gold spent $1 f or medi-
cine to clear up a se ver e ear
infection for a Tibetan w om-
an and $30 on a hearing aidÐ
can yield a po werful, person-
al connection, the two men
said. It also drama tically
chang es others' per ception of
Americans as selfish, they
added.

Gold pr ovides a list on the
100 Friends Web site of 166
pr ojects funded with dona-
tions , and he has posted se v-
eral slide shows and video
presenta tions about his w ork.
Carter , who said he has gi ven
away about $20,000Ðmostl y
in BrazilÐsince 2005, said he
has never r eceiv ed a com-
plaint from a donor .

Both men take a decidedl y
low-k ey approac h to fund rais-
ing, typically making pr esen-
tations in people's homes , but
onl y w hen asked, and acce pt-
ing any dona tion. 

They pay their own tra vel
and li ving expenses , so the do-
nations go the people they'r e
helping.

ªIt's more than faith,º Gold
said of donors' trust in him.
ªIt's a highl y educa ted
guess.º

This fall, Carter plans to
leav e the apar tment he shar es
with his mother , again, per-
haps for Africa or Brazil. But
it could g et complica ted if the
Cubs and/or White So x mak e
it to the pla yoffs.

For all the rib bing he tak es
fr om his fellow v endors , some
of them say he has been an in-
spiration.

Doug Nor th, 29, a history
teacher at Clemente High
School, visited Carter in r e-
mote Brazil in 2005. He is so
impr essed with Car ter's w ork
tha t ªthat's pr obabl y the next
encounter I'll ha ve with
himÐto meet up with him
somewher e and help out.º

And ma ybe to thank him,
but not f or the obvious r ea-
sons. At the end of his visit
with Car ter, Nor th met a Bra-
zilian w oman whom he mar-
ried last y ear.

ªHe's r eall y challeng ed me
to have an open mind,º Nor th
said. ªI'm r eall y glad I met
him, in more ways than one .º
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